"CURTIS"

putting in a squeak over us,"   He also said that he would
charge her for shouting in the road.

Mr. Dummett, the magistrate, discharged Adele and
ordered that a full inquiry should be made into her accusa-
tions.    The result was that on September 13 Sir Henry,
Mr. St. John Hutchinson and Mr. Derek Curtis-Bennett,
appeared at the Old Bailey to defend the policemen, and Mr.
Percival Clarke, Mr. G. D. Roberts and Mr. Anthony
Hawke appeared for the Director of Public Prosecutions,
The policemen had sworn that the girl's story was untrue,
and although Curtis was quiet in his cross-examination,
Helen Adele, during a three-and-a-half-hour's ordeal of
answering his probing questions, had to admit many strange
secrets of her pathetic career.    At the end she said: " I do
not know what I am talking about/'   Curtis had con-
fronted her with written statements which she had to admit
were untruths.    And for the defence he promised a row
of witnesses who would speak for the good character of the
prisoners.

The most prominent witness was the sergeant on the
beat, who said that at the time when, according to Helen"
Adele, they were in the garage, he had actually seen them
together. And Curtis cleverly turned round to his advan-
tage a point that seemed to be against P.C. S------. Helen

Adele had said that she had had relations with S------on

many occasions: "I suggest that is very important in
favour of the constables," said Sir Henry. " Is it conceiv-
able, if that were true, that S------would have made a false

charge against a woman who could so easily ruin him in the
police force and destroy his domestic happiness ? " He
ridiculed the testimony of the prosecution witnesses. One
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